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ANCIENT TIMBER STRUCTURES. 

The Rev, James Graves brought under the notice of the Society a 
curious, and evidently very ancient structure, composed of timber 
planks jointed together, which was found at Ballymartin, near Bally- 
ragget, county of Kilkenny, in some drainage works being carried on 
there by Mr. Phelan, the proprietor of the land. The structure was 
found by the side of a watercourse, and several feet beneath the 
present level of the surrounding ground. Similar timber structures 
had been found in the same manner, under ground, on streams, at 
Timahoe, and at Lodge Park, and he suggested that they might be 
the remains of ancient mills. 

This subject is at present occupying much of the attention of the 
Society, further discoveries having been since made, and explorations 
are being still carried on, which it is hoped will set the question at rest ; 
the matter will therefore be more largely reported upon in the Trans- 
actions which will be published at the end of 1850. 



THE IRISH ELK. 



Mk. J. R. Phayer, Kilkenny Dispensary, exliibited to the meeting a 
drawing and measurements of one of the antlers of the Irish elk which, 
he stated, was found last July by a farmer named Kelly, on his land 
at Rathard, near T017 Hill, whilst digging turf-mould, and which he 
hoped might come within range of the Society, as the co-existence of 
the elk with man in this island was a debated point. The antler was 
discovered about eight feet from the surface, lying on the concave side, 
and was broken by the falling of a large stone. Part of the neck of the 
antler was wanting, but as nearly as he could judge, he estimated the 
length at seven feet, and the breadth from the extremity of one of the 
branches to the opposite one, four feet. The plate or palmated part 
being twenty-two inches in breadth, and three or four in thickness, the 
weight about four stone. It was in a fine state of preservation. But 
for the rushing in of the water the man felt quite sure that he would 
have been able to secure the other antler, the head, and perhaps the 
entire skeleton ; however he was determined to renew his researches in 
summer, as the place usually becomes dry in that season. 



